Total and near-total gastrectomy for gastric cancer in patients over 70 years of age.
A total or near-total gastrectomy was performed in 52 patients over 70 years of age in our hospital from 1975 through 1982. The hospital mortality rate was 9.6 percent. The operation was palliative in nine patients. In these patients, the operation was performed because of an obstructing cancer. At last follow-up, 11 patients had survived more than 5 years and 6 patients were alive and free of disease more than 3 years after the operation. Total and near-total gastrectomies seem to be justified in elderly patients in good overall physical condition.